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Introduction

Although terrorism is a word that has only recently become
part of our everyday vocabulary, the act itself can be dated
back thousands of years. In the first century, Sicarii Zealots,

a group of Jewish extremists, used concealed daggers to assassinate
Romans in an attempt to further their political cause. Terrorism
evolved over the years and was perfected by the Al-Hashashin a thou-
sand years later, but the use of biological weapons predates both of
these political groups. One of the first instances of biological warfare
occurred in ancient Mesopotamia, where Assyrians poisoned the
wells of their enemies. Much later, as the Black Death swept across
Europe, armies used catapults to throw diseased corpses over city
walls. Even as settlers came to the New World, biological warfare
was used to weaken indigenous populations (Phillips, 2005).

Terrorism and biological warfare have come a long way since
these events. Advancements over the past century in biological sci-
ences have not only allowed us to more effectively save lives, but also
to more effectively put them in danger. Terrorism has become wide-
spread and the amount of literature on the subject is quickly growing.
Unfortunately, the world has been unable to formally decide on a sin-
gle definition of terrorism. In fact, there exist well over a hundred
definitions for the word by credible organizations (Kruglanski &
Fishman, 2009), most of which focus on the causes and political
gains of terrorism. In defining bioterrorism, this paper ignores much
of these topics and shifts the focus from the causes and the political
gains towards the biological agents used in instilling terror and effec-
tive techniques in preventing and mitigating their use. Therefore, for
the purposes of this paper, bioterrorism is defined as “the intentional
use of any naturally occurring microorganism, virus, infectious sub-


