
Chapter 6: Making Learning Accessible

Chapter Overview

When you plan to modify resources, lectures, class activities,

web-based content and communication methods for stu-

dents with disabilities, you end up making learning MORE

accessible to ALL students.

This statement is the premise of this chapter. Making learn-

ing accessible is a responsibility of instructors to ensure that

there are fair opportunities for anyone who wants to learn.

Internationally, governments have implemented, or are

soon to implement, laws and requirements for buildings,

communication, resources, and learning to be more accessi-

ble to people of all abilities and disabilities. 

This chapter outlines a lot of generic suggestions that are

not hard to implement and will make learning more accessi-

ble for all students. If nothing else, the information will

make you more aware of how to modify your teaching and

learning strategies to meet students’ needs. 

There are some suggestions that will take a bit more time to

implement or reconfigure for meeting accessibility stan-

dards. Do not fear! Taking small steps and working on one

course component at a time is a good way to go. After a

while, you will begin to see through a new set of lenses;

those that immediately consider a few small tweaks that

could increase the accessibility of learning by all! 

Take a look at some ideas in this chapter—you may be doing

them already!

If are creating a course for the first time, it is wise to con-

sider making it as accessible as possible from the beginning.

Take the little bit of extra time now to ensure the course is

available to all students. Trying to go back and redo, modify,

or redesign course elements later on is much more time con-

suming. 
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